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themselves coitsiderably ; and the fourth
cervical vertebra was found to be cut through
its substance transversely, leaving the sur-
faces of the divided portions perfectly
smooth and even, an appearance which
could have been produced only by a heavy
blow,* inflicted with a very sharp instru-
ment, and which furnished the last proof
wanting to identify King Charles the First.

After this examination of the head, which
served every purpose in view, and without
examining the bedy below the neck, it was

immediately restored to its situation, the
coffin was soldered up again, and the vault
closed.

Neither of the other coffins had any in-

acription upon them. The larger one, sup-
posed on good grounds to contain the re-
mains of King Henry VIII, measured six
feet tea inches in length, and had been en-
closed in an elm one of two inches in thick-
ness ; but this was decayed, and lay in small
fragments near it. The leaden coffin ap-
peared to have been beaten in by violence
about the middle, and a considerable open-
ing in that part of it exposed a mere skeleton
of the king. Some beard remained upon
the chin, but there was nothing to discrimi-
nate the personage contained in it.
The smaller coffin, understood to be that

of Queen Jane Seymour, was not touched ;
mere curiosity not being considered, by the
Prince ltegent, as a sufficient motive for

disturbing these remains.
On examining the vault with some atten-

tion, it was found that the wall at the west
end had, at some period or other, been partly
pulled down and repaired again, not by re-
gular masonry, but by fragments of stones
and bricks put rudely and hastity together
without cement.
From Lord Clarendon’s account, as well

as from Mr. Herbert’s narrative of the inter-
ment of King Cbarles, it is to be inferred
that the ceremony was a very hasty one,
performed in the presence of the Governor,
who had refused to allow the service accord-
ing to the Book of Common Prayer to be
used on the occasion; t and had, probably,

* "The fatal stroke was given by a disguised
person. "-Herbert.

+ " It was committed to four of those servants
who had been bv them appointed to wait upon him
during his imprisonment, that they should convey
the body to Windsor, which they did. And it was,
that night, placed in that chamber which had
usually been his bed-chamber) the next morning it
was carried into the great hall, where it remained
till the lords came, who arrived there in the after-
noon, and immediately went to Colonel Whitcheot,
the governor of the castle, and showed the order
they had from the Parliament to be present at the
burial, which he admitted ; hut when they desired
that his Majesty might be buried according to the
form of the Common Prayer Book, the Bishop of
London being present with them to officiate, he po-
sitavely and roughly rerused to consent to it; and
said, it was not lawful, that the Common Prayer

scarcely admitted the time necessary for a
decent deposit of the body. It is not un-
likely, therefore, that the coffin of King
Henry VIII had been injured by a precipi-
tate introduction of the coffin of King
Charles ; and that the governor was not
under the influence of feelings, in those
times, which gave him any concern about
royal remains, or the vault which contained
them.

It may be right to add, that a very small
mahogany coffin, covered with crimson vel-
vet, containing the body of an infant, had
been laid upon the pall which covered King
Charles. This is known to have been a
still-born child of the Princess George of
Denmark, afterwards Queen Anne.

MR. J. H. GREEN’S PAMPHLET.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR&mdash;In compliance with those feelings
of regard for the prosperity of general prac-
titioners, which you have kindly permitted
me to express on more than one occasion
through the medium of your journal, I con-
sider it my duty tu direct the attention of
yourself and my professional brethren to a

pamphlet which, under the title of " Dis-
tinction without Separation," has recently
been presented to the public from the pen
of Mr. Green, of St. Thomas’s Hospital.

It is difficult to form a clear opinion of
the author’s state of mind on the subject,
to advocate which he has, from a sense of
duty, "unwillingly relinquished pursuits
Book was pnt down, and he would not suffer it to be
used in that garrison where he commanded;’ nor
could all the reasons, persuasions, and entreaties,
prevail with him to suffer it."&mdash;Clarendon.
" The Kin’s body was then brought from his

bed-chamber down mto St. George’s Hall, whence,
after a little stay, it was with a slow and solemn
pace (much sorrow in most faces being then dis-
cernible) carried by gentlemen of quality in mourn-
ing. The noblemell in mourning also held up the
pall; and the governor, with several gentlemen,
officers, and attendants, came after. It was then
observed, that at such time as the King’s body was
brought out from St. George’s Hall, the sky was
serene and clear; but presently it began to snow,
and the snow fell so fast, that by that time the
corpse came to the west end of the royal chapel, the
black velvet pall was all white (the colour of in-
nocency), being thick covered over with snow. The
body being by the bearers set down near the place
of burial, the Bishop of London stood ready, with
the service-book in his hands, to have performed
his last duty to the king his master, according to the
order and form of burial of the dead set forth in
the Book of Common Prayer, which the lords like-
wise desired ; but it would not be suffered by Colo-
nel Whitchcot, the governor of the castle, by reason
of the Directory, to which (said he) he and others
were to be conJorma6le. Thus went the rshite ktng
to his grave, in the forty-eighth year of his age, and
twenty-second year and tenth month of his reign."&mdash;
Herbert.
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far more congenial to his taste." The tone
of contumely which pervades the pamphlet
from beginning to end, is in an especial de.
gree offensive to the feelings of general
practitioners; it makes their intellectual
character and professional attainments the
subject of contemptuous observation, and
instead of being calculated to heal those
dissensions in the profession which the
author notices, and professes to lament,
must tend, by arousing their resentment,
the more firmly to establish " separation"
from those who appear little disposed to

consider them susceptible of such feelings
of honour as would make them alive to the
insult offered them.
Mr. Green’s observations are not parti-

cularly flattering to any party, and on the
subject of the government of the College of
Surgeons they are most contradictory for
while he contends " that the constitution of
the College is in all essential circumstances
adequate to the purposes for which it was
intended," he offers a new system calculat-
ed to remove the ’( discontent and dissatis-
faction" which ’&deg; he will not attempt --to
conceal," and which lie admits exist to a
greater extent than the good feelings of re-
spectable men wifl allow them to express.

I cannot imagine how Mr. Green became
possessed of the idea, " that general prac.
titioners feel themselves, in consequence of
their inehgibility to places of influence, and
from having no voice in the affairs of the

College, under a perpetual bar of humiliat-
ing disparity," unless, indeed, it be an

effort of that "serene enthusiasm" to which
he attributes the advance of surgery. In
the present state of the profession, the ge-
neral practitioner has no reason to feel hu-
miliation, or to consider himself disparaged
by comparison with the pure surgeon; a libe-
ral general education is equally necessary for
each; their professional education must be
essentially similar it is the same body, the
structure and function of which they must
learn, the same principles of pathology they
must be acquainted with, and the same

remedial agents they must know the proper-
ties of. It is manual dexterity only that

the surgeon finds ample field for the practice
aud experience of, in his connexion with a I

hospital ; still it is by no means obvious
that this warrants the assumption of that
degree of superiority which is attached to it.
Though it is my object and wish to de.

feud my own grade, rather than indulge in
invective against the College of Surgeons, 1
cannot pass without observation the con-

fident manner in which Mr. Green descants
on the benefits conferred by the College in
promoting an improved system of education.
You, Mr. Editor, have had occasion so often
to en1arge on the close-borough system of
the College management, that I need not

advert to the subject further than to remark,’
that the favouritism which for so long a
period was shown to certain hospital func-
tionaries, to the exclusion of men of equal
talent connected with large hospitals in the
country, instead of tending to diffuse profes.
sional improvement, was calculated to cramp
the exertions of those who were disposed to
confer lasting benefit on the profession.
Still Mr. Green has the teme ity to laud the
exertions of the College. Again, how can
its advocates presume to boast of the inter-
est it feels for the welfare of the profession,
when it so carefully discountenances mid-
wifery as a reproachful practice, and ex-
cludes its professors and practitioners from
all participation in the management of its
affairs ? Is the treatment of those diseases, ’
I would aak, which result from the grati-
fication of licentious appetite, and which
often render their victim loathsome, to be
accounted honourable practice, whilst
midwifery, which has for its object the 

’

relief of that class of maladies which affects

beings most dear to us by all the ties of na-
ture and affection, is to be considered taint-
ed with disgrace ? The College, " in its wis-
dom and justice," ordains that it should be

so; and yet the accoucheur is frequently
placed in such trying situations as call forth
an energy of mind, a fertility of resource,
manual dexterity, and soundness of judg-
ment, in a degree equal at least, to that re-
quired in the exercise of what is termed
pure surgery.
Much has assuredly been done to afford

practitioners the means of attaining such
competent knowledge as will enable them
to follow their pursuits with zeal and suc-
cess ; but in allowing this favourable state
of things, I profess that I am perfectly igno-
rant of any claim the College has to partici-
pate in the merit of it.

It is evident that Mr. Green feels much
nervous irritability on the subject of general
practitioners, for he indulaes in a perpetual
seesaw of reproach and commendation
first, he says, that a system of equalisation,
bringing the higher to the lower, would
tend to 11 vztlgarise " the profession ; then,
that general practitioners number amongst
them " men most estimable in talent and
character;" still they are required, in retu:n
for this compliment, to admit that their
‘ avocations and pursuits do not exactly fit
them for the guardians of professional ho-
nour and the promoters of science ;" it would
not be fair to take advantage of Mr. Green’s
loose manner of writing, or I might say that
judging from the past, ., talent and charac-
ter" have not been considered essential to

guard " professional honour," or prorraote
science.
Of exclusive surgeons, he says, without

wishing even to insinuate that they are men
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" of more integrity or more talent" than
the general practitioners, he cannot help
believing that their habits as teachers, as
surgeons of hospitals, their residence in
London, and their intercourse with those
most influential in rank and talent, render it
more likely that they should take such
’ enlarged vieus as would tend to 11 libe-
ralise the profession," and free it from the
" petty interests of a trade !"

But, Mr. Editor, I now call your attention
to an after-statement in Mr. Green’s pam-
phlet, which qualifies, in a most important
degree, the exception he has above made to
general practitioners, as constituting a por-
tion of the college administration; he allows
them to be "most estimable" in talent,!"
11 integrity"! and 11 character"! These

secondary good qualities, however, are of
no avail, for the possessors are not hospital
surgeons. What then becomes of this objec-
tion, when Mr. Green himself asserts that
" he does not think the circumstance of

being a hospital surgeon the best test and
criterion of an anatomical teaciter’s capa-
bility?" This opinion at once removes the
disqualification of the general practitioner,
for it being admitted that he possesses
talent, integrity, and character, no one will
deny that he has ample intercourse with
" the most influential in rank and talent,"
and for anatomy, the very key-stone of sur-
gery, he may have enough of that, since
Mr. Green admits it is not the exclusive
attainment of hospital surgeons.
If a doubt existed in the minds of those

who have watched the workings of the Col-
lege and its supporters, as to the " enlarged
views" of which illr. Green makes men-
tion, his scheme for the modification of the
charter is calculated to set at rest all specu-
lation on the subject, as nothing can be
more packed and close than it is. He con-
fines the government of the College to resi-
dents in London ; he proposes a supreme
council, consisting of the president and
twenty members, who are to have the ‘ en-
tire management of the affairs of the College
and the examinations ;" this Council, as
heretofore, is to appoint its own members
from the general council, selecting only
such as do not " practise midwifery or dis-
pen,&ccedil;e medicines;" the general council is to
consist of the supreme council and forty
others, twenty of whom are to be lzures, and
twenty general pi actitioners. Now mark
the high functions of the general council-
I mean the twenty who have no chance of be-
longing to the supreme. They are to choose
auditors of accounts ; " they might suggest
to the supreme council at their meetings
any measure for the benefit of the pro-
fession;" and, lastly, mighty prerogative !
they are to have "all public acts of the su-
preme council communicated to them." It

is evident from the fact that the surgeon.
par excellence of London being about sixty
in number only, and the general practition.
ers somewhat above 1000, that the drift of
Mr. Green’s "modification is to vest the
power of the College in the hospital sur.
geons exclusively. That he should for a
moment suppose, that 20 from the 1000
general practitioners would accept office

without power, whilst 40 from the 60 sur.geons were to have the entire sway, can
only be accounted for by the low estimation
in which he holds them.

I earnestly call upon the general practi.
tioners to have a becoming regard for their
true position, and to beware how they pro.
strate themselves by a voluntary act at the
foot of the College ; they may rest assured,
that while their public and private conduct
is influenced by those feelings of honour and
integrity, which should ever be the attend.
ant of men of education exercising a liberal
profession, they are not, and never will be,
the degraded class which interested indivi-
duals have endeavoured to represent them
to be. The highest situations in the profes-
sion are open to them ; talent and conduct
may advance them to the most prominent
stations in it. The ranks of the College of
Physicians have been strengthened by con-
tributions from our grade ; and Drs, Bab.
ington, Knighton, Clutterbuck, Tierney,
Hooper, Mason Good, Gooch, Scudamore,
Arnott, Conquest, Kerrison, Tweedie, Has-
lam, Burrows, with many other distinguished
individuals, have carried with them the
practical information acquired as general
practitioners. Allow me to subscribe my-
self, Mr. Editor,

Your obliged reader,
Ans.

24th May, 1831.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON,

AKKUAL DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES TO THE

MEDICAL CLASSES.

THE annual ceremony of distributing
prizes to the medical classes of this institu-
tion, took place on Saturday last in the
lower south theatre.

Sir THOMAS DENMAN was called to the
chair, and was supported by Mr. H1JME,
M.P., the DUKE of SOMERSET, Mr. WIL-
LIAM SMITH, M.P., and other members of
the Council.
The report of the professors, which will

be found at page 27 1 of our present Num-ber, was read by the Professor of Midwifery,
after which the prizes were awarded as fol.lows, to the diterent successful candidates.


